
Before t he  ~ o a r d  of Zoning Adjustment , D .  C .  

Applicat ion No. 11887, of SND Development Corporation, 
pursuant t o  Sect ion  8207. 2 of t h e  Zoning Regulations,  f o r  
a s p e c i a l  exception t o  change a nonconforming u s e  from t h e  
s a l e  of g i f t s ,  s t a t i o n e r y ,  new and used books and r e l a t e d  
items (1st f l o o r )  t o  a photographic development processing 
shop (1st f l o o r  and i n c i d e n t a l  s to rage  i n  basement),  a s  
provided by Sect ions 7104.2 and 7109 of t h e  r egu la t ions ,  i n  
t h e  SP  Zone a t  t h e  premises 509 E S t r e e t ,  N. W . ,  known as  
Lot 804, Square 488. 

HEARING DATE: June 18, 1975 

D E C I S I O N  DATE : August 6 ,  1975 

F I N D I N G S  O F  FACT: 

1. Applicant proposes t o  e s t a b l i s h  a photographic 
development processing shop i n  a por t ion  of i ts  vacant four  
(4)  s t o r y  semi-detached bu i ld ing  previously occupied by a 

book s t o r e  on t h e  f i r s t  (1st) f l o o r .  

2 .  Applicant seeks r e l i e f  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  a s i z e a b l e  
c a p i t a l  investment would be requi red  t o  render t h e  space 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  an SP use and t h e r e  is  r i s k  involved because of 
t h e  uncer ta in  f u t u r e  of t h e  a rea  and competition from l a r g e r  
bui ld ings  i n  t h e  area .  

3 .  The e n t i r e  square on which a p p l i c a n t ' s  l o t  is 
located is  zoned SP  and contains  both conforming and non- 
conforming uses including r e s i d e n t i a l  apartments,  law o f f i c e s ,  
bondsmen o f f i c e s ,  a r e s t a u r a n t ,  r e t a i l  s t o r e s ,  parking l o t s ,  
l a r g e  p r i n t i n g  p ress  establ ishment ,  t o u r  opera t ion ,  and 
Salva t ion  Army D i s t r i c t  Headquarters. The square located 
t o  t h e  w e s t  i s  zoned C-4 and Jud ic ia ry  Square is located t o  
t h e  e a s t .  

4 .  The proposed photographic development processing 
shop arranges t o  photograph l a rge  groups a t  t h e  U .  S, Capi to l  
then processes t h e  photos and mails them t o  t h e i r  customers. 
The business  is  p r i n c i p a l l y  conducted by mail  and telephone 
and t h r e e  ( 3 )  fu l l- t ime employees occupy t h e  o f f i c e  t e n  (10) 
par t- t ime persons employed during t h e  peak t o u r i s t  season. 
The photographic equipment does not generate  noise ,  smoke or  
odors.  
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5. The Zoning Administrator by w r i t t e n  memorandum 
t o  t h e  Board dated J u l y  2 ,  1975, determined t h a t  t h e  pro- 
posed use,  which is not c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations,  
would f i r s t  be permit ted i n  t h e  C-2 Zone s i n c e  it is more 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  C- 2 uses  such as  photographic s t u d i o ,  blue- 
p r i n t i n g  and o ther  reporduction s e r v i c e s ,  p r i n t i n g ,  l i t h o-  
graphing and photoengraving than it is t o  C - 1  uses  such a s  an 
a r t i s t  s t u d i o  o r  photographic supply s t o r e .  

6.  The previous nonconforming use of a book s t o r e  
wi th  t h e  sale  of g i f t s ,  s t a t i o n e r y ,  n e w  and used books and 
r e l a t e d  i t e m s  is a C - 1  use.  

7 .  An abut t ing  property owner t e s t i f i e d  i n  support  
of t h e  app l i ca t ion  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  proposed use would 
be a good add i t ion  t o  t h e  bus ines s  i n  t h e  a rea .  

8. Said abu t t ing  proper ty  owner would a l s o  provide 
parking f o r  t h e  employees of t h e  proposed use i n  h i s  parking 
a rea  and t h e r e  is a parking l o t  loca ted  d i r e c t l y  across  t h e  
s treet .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW: 

Based upon t h e  above Findings of Fact,  and t h e  
evidence of record t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  
does not m e e t  t h e  b a s i c  c r i t e r ia  of Sec t ion  7104.2 of t h e  
Zoning Regulations which permits a change of nonconforming 
use t o  a use permit ted i n  t h e  most r e s t r i c t e d  d i s t r i c t s  i n  
which t h e  e x i s t i n g  nonconforming use is permit ted.  The present  
nonconforming u s e  of t h e  bookstore is  a C - 1  use and a change to  

t h e  proposed C-2 use of t h e  photographic development processing 
shop would make t h e  sub jec t  proper ty  more nonconforming i n  t h e  
S P  Zone. Therefore,  t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  change of 
nonconforming use  is not i n  harmony with t h e  purpose and i n t e n t  
of t h e  Zoning Regulations as Drovided i n  Sec t ion  8207.2 of 
sa id  regula t ions  and t h e  app l i ca t ion  m u s t  be denied. 
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ORDER: It is hereby ordered t h a t  the above applicat ion 
be DENIED.  

VOTE : 4-0 ( M r .  K l a u b e r  not vo t ing  a f t e r  not having heard 
t h e  c a s e ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

/' ' /--- --I 
ATTESTED By : L sd-5 

//JAMES E.  MILLER 
3ecretary t o  t he  Board 


